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weakness from strength, and all things, both in the natural and in the moral world, from their contraries) so life is only a transition from death ; whence he would infer the probability of a metempsychosis. That, such propositions,1 as every one assents to at first, being self-evident, and no one giving any account how such parts of knowledge, on which the rest are founded, were originally conveyed to our mind, there must have been a pre-existent state, in which the soul was acquainted with these truths, which she recollects and assents to on their recurring to her in this life. That, as truth is eternal and immutable, and not visible to our senses but to the soul alone ; and as the empire, which she exercises over the body, bears a resemblance to the power of the Divinity, it is probable that she, like her object, is everlasting and unchangeable, and, like the office she bears, something divine. That, it cannot be, as some have thought, merely a harmony resulting from a disposition of parts in the body, since it directs, commands, and restrains the functions of that very body. That,
1 Socrates lias explained the same doctrine in the Mono, p. 81, &c. but rather as conjectural than demonstrable, for he adds, in the conclusion,, p. 86. Ta JAW ye aXXa OVK av Travv virep rov \oyou
NOTES.
P. 97. Hence it is clear that Socrates never was the scholar of Anaxagoras, (whatever Laortins and others have said) though lie had read his works with application.
* See who Echccrates was, in Plato's 9tli Epistle, Op. Vol. 3. p. 858.    The Pliliasians were ever the faithful allies of Sparta, and (though the Peloponnosian war was now at an end) it is no wonder if they had not any great intercourse with Athens. VOL. IV.                                                                  I